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Welcome to the
Ezra Boys’ Booklet 2015!
Rabbi Yoni Golker, Director
Dearest Madrichim, Chanichim, parents and friends,
It has been a very exciting year so far for Ezra, packed full of fun
activities and excitement. From weekly groups, to Shabbatons,
the MIT trip, Junior Week, Winter Camp, events and shiurim the excitement never ends! At Ezra we are committed to
providing unparalleled levels of inspiration and enjoyment for
our youth, to empower them to become the leaders of the next
generation in our Kehilla and beyond....
We continue to oﬀer a diverse range of programmes to suit all
ages, including the recent Shabbos Hagodol Drosho from Rabbi
Benjy Morgan, which was followed by an atmospheric Seudah
Shlishis at PAI house. The Ruach was incredible with over one
hundred boys singing together! The achdus was tangible and it
makes me very excited for the summer camps which are just
around the corner. Don’t forget to secure your place ASAP!
I want to take this opportunity to thank our incredibly dedicated
and talented team of Madrichim and Madrichot who ensure that
Ezra continues to grow and succeed.
Yoni Golker
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Introduction

Message from
Rabbi Lord Sacks
A message from the Emeritus Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Lord Sacks,
at the Ezra Madrichim seminar in August.

To all of you at Ezra taking part in this wonderful leadership
seminar, I wish you Brocho and Hatzlocho - every blessing and
success. And let me just share with you some thoughts about why
youth movements like Ezra are so important. You know as we
begin Ellul and we begin the countdown to the Yomim Noraim and
we say every day that extraordinary psalm, ‘ledovid Hashem ori
veyishi,’ I think to myself, what is the greatest model of young
leadership? I think of Dovid Hamelech. When Shmuel realised that
Shaul was not the right man to lead the Jewish people, he was told
by G-d to go to the children of Yishai, the children of Jesse, and of
course they didn’t even think of bringing David there - he was so
young. Nobody even thought of him as a candidate and yet it was
David, the young man, the youngest, who really changed the
Jewish world and became the greatest king in Israel’s history. The
person whose descendant will be the Moshiach. It is young people
who change the world and I think it is Dovid Hamelech who tells
us why.

“It is young people who change the world”
First of all, number one, when you are young you can say with
absolute feeling, ‘Hashem ori veyishi mimi iroh,’ that ‘G-d is my
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light and my salvation of whom shall I be afraid?’ When you are
young all the possibilities are open to you. As the late Robert
Kennedy once said, ‘there are people who see the world the way
things are and ask why? I see things that have not yet been and I
ask why not?’ And when you have that courage of knowing that,
‘G-d is my light and my salvation of who shall I be afraid?’ you
really can go with emunah and without fear and begin to change
the world.
Number two, Dovid Hamelech said something so beautiful in
‘ledovid Hashem ori veyishi,’ that to me it is one of the most
important lines in the whole of Judaism. ‘Ki ovi veimi azovuni
veHashem yazveni,’ Dovid imagines there could be a parent who
discerns their child. Maybe people don’t believe in us, even our
parents sometimes don’t believe in us, but G-d always believes in
us. ‘G-d will hold me close, gather me in.’ You go and show the
people of whom you are the madrichim that you believe in them,
that nobody is ever cast oﬀ from Hashem and you as Hashem’s
agent, as his ambassador, you are bringing them close. And when a
madrich brings young people close, he helps change their lives and
makes them into the people they never dreamed they could be but
they really could.
Finally, I want to say to you this: come Rosh Hashanah we are
going to [say], malchios, zichronos and shofros. To me there is a
line that was written for you, it is one of the most beautiful in the
mussaf of Rosh Hashanah. It comes of course from the prophet
Jeremiah, ‘zocharti loch chessed nuarayich ahavas kellulosiach,
lechteich acharai bamidbar b’eretz lo zoruah,’ ‘I rememer the
kindness of your youth, the love of your betrothal, then you were
willing to follow me into an unknown, unsown land.’ Right now,
what you are doing is learning the art of ‘Chessed Nuorayich’, that
kindness and imagination and leadership of being young and
nonetheless being willing to set out and take others with you on a
journey to an unknown future, to bringing Yemot Hamoshiach.
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Ezra: A History

עזרא

1919
When Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l died in 1888 having reGermany established Torah learning in Germany, his grandson Rav Yitzchak

Breurer became involved in youth education, as the modern
concept of a ‘youth movement’ began to take shape. His movement
was to be the forerunner for the Ezra we have today.
The Agudas Yisroel movement was set up as an alternative,
orthodox response to secular Zionism and encompassed all
religious communities in Europe. In 1919, the Aguda became
known as Ezra, a reference to Ezra Hasofer who led the rebuilding
of Yerushalayim after the destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh. The
purpose of “The Ezra” was to provide a fun and relaxing
environment outside of school in which Torah values could be
imparted.
Groups would meet on Shabbos afternoons with their madrichim
for shiurim, discussions, stories and games. Every other Sunday the
groups would go for a picnic in the forests where they would also
take part in educational activities. In addition, Ezra ran summer
camps for members all over Germany, and the local Roshim would
meet at the National Ezra Congress to discuss Ezra’s ideology as
times changed. Ezra was flourishing and by 1930, within just 11
years, Ezra had over 2000 members in Germany alone.
Rav Breurer, despite his positivity towards Zionism, saw the need
for a new approach to the state of Israel. He created Poale Agudas
Yisroel (PAI), a pro-Zionist wing within Aguda with strong religious
influences. Its goals were to rebuild Israel, not just as a state, but as
Eretz Yisroel, a religious state under the rule of the Torah.

2015
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In the 1930s a number of Jews fled Germany due to the rising anti
semitism and many arrived in England. In London, Rabbi Eli Munk
established ‘Munk’s Shul’, as well as Ezra in Golders Green. Thus
Ezra came to England, where we continue to uphold the ideals of
Rav Breurer, including a belief in “Torah Im Derech Eretz” and the
state of Israel as a religious country for all of Am Yisroel.
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Goodbye and Thank You
Daniel Moise (Former Rosh)
Ezra has played an integral part in my life. Every summer I would
relish Ezra camps; definitely the highlight of my year! As I grew
older, I decided that I would love to give back to Ezra what it
provided me with. I slowly rose through the ranks, from group
madrich on Shabbos afternoons to being Rosh over four Ezra
camps, a Madrich on Ezra Israel Tour and most importantly, Rosh
of Ezra Boys in London.
My main priorities as Rosh included coordinating a dynamic tzevet
of madrichim and ensuring that all groups, events and
Shabbatonim ran smoothly. Furthermore, last year I lead the MIT
(Madrich In Training) program for Year 11 boys, where apart from
developing their hadracha skills, I attempted to ignite passion
within the youth to use their abilities to help other people.
I feel very close to Ezra, and genuinely believe that it plays an
important role in the community. "Shema Beni Mussar Avicha" the “teachings of the father" represent the Torah. The focus of our
schools and other educational institutions is the transmission of
knowledge. Their priority is to carry on our Mesorah from Moshe
MiSinai, the "Mussar Avicha", ensuring the Torah is never
forgotten and is transmitted to the next generation. This is vital for
the continuation of the Jewish people. However, we also need to
remember "Toras Imecha". This reflects the inspirational,
emotional side of Judaism. The mother is the one that
predominantly provides for the emotional needs of the child. This
is where Ezra comes in.
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Ezra aims to build the individual. Apart from building their selfesteem and their character in general, Ezra aims to create an
emotional bond with Judaism and strives to develop a generation
of caring and giving people, that wants to influence and give back
- a community of Bnei Torah. I feel Ezra plays just as vital a role as any
school or shul in the community.

“Ezra aims to create an emotional bond
with Judaism and strives to develop a
generation of caring and giving people.”
I feel confident to say this from personal experience. I know that I am
who I am today because of Ezra. I feel indebted to my madrichim, but
also I feel indebted to my chanichim.
Introduction
It is with this in mind that I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the parents committee, in particular Mr and Mrs Wieder, for all
their hard work and dedication to Ezra. People do not appreciate the
amount of hours and energy the Wieders invest in Ezra - thank you! I
also want to thank Benjy Gordon for all his work in producing
phenomenal camps. Ben Allen is an inspiration to all in his dedication
and love that he's given to Edgware Ezra - thank you. Last, but
certainly not least, I would like to thank Rabbi Shmuel Kimche for all
his help and for always being there for me. We'll miss you!
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MIT - Madrich in Training
Creating the next generation of madrichim
Ezra’s MIT programme, designed to prepare Year 11 chanichim to go on
to become Ezra's next generation of excellent Madrichim, is now in its
second year. Launched last year by our former Rosh, Daniel Moise, the
programme has been greeted with outstanding enthusiasm and has
already had a huge impact in preparing the boys for the Madrich
experience.
A highlight of the 2014/15 programme was a trip to Glasgow which
included leading the Shabbos davening in a local Shul, enjoying a range
of action packed activities, entertaining the elderly at an old age home
and bonding with the wonderful Jewish community.
The programme guides the older boys as they transition from Chanichim
to Madrichim.
Highlights of the course include a life changing trip abroad to uplift
Jewish communities. Closer afield, Shabbatons in communities such as
Bushey provide the boys with a unique opportunity to unite together and
have an impact on others. Regular Motzei Shabbos ‘chills’ and other
invaluable Hadrachah experiences makes the MIT programme a
wonderful blend of fun and learning.
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MIT in Review
Raffi Maurer
In 2013/14, I had the privilege of being part of the first ever Ezra
Madrich-in-Training programme (MIT). The first major MIT event was
in October when we went to Kenton for an excellent Shabbaton.
Throughout the weekend, there was an emphasis on being Mechazek
(uplifting) the Kenton community. As well as leading the Shul services
and having an Oneg with the community Rov, we also had discussions
and activities about being good madrichim, which set the tone for the
year’s training. We were amazed at the positive response to our
presence and the successful theme of bringing Chizzuk to communities
was brought forward to subsequent MIT Shabbatonim and trips.
Throughout the winter we often had group with our Madrich, Daniel
Moise. He held interesting discussions about his experiences as Rosh on
Inter Camp and how he dealt with issues that arose. Through the year,
we had a regular series of Shiurim given by Reb Shmuel Kimche entitled
‘Da Ma Shetoshiv’ which explored concepts of Emunah and addressed
many questions that a Jewish teenager may have whilst growing up.
A highlight for me was the trip to Gibraltar last February. In the days
leading up to Shabbos we went on great trips, such as a hike up the
Rock and a seaside dolphin cruise. We also had discussions, learning
programmes and a football game with Gibraltarian boys our age. On
Shabbos we brought the theme of Chizzuk into the community by
dancing in Shul after Maariv on Friday night and running a massive
Melave Malke for over 50 Gibraltarian youths. The trip was a huge
success and left a good impression both on us and on the community.
Through the activities that were run for us, me and my peers now feel
ready to become the next generation of Ezra Madrichim. On behalf of
the group I’d like to thank Daniel Moise, Reb Shmuel Kimche and
everyone else involved in making MIT possible. We had greatly fulfilling
year and this is hopefully only the start of the brilliant impact that MIT
can have.

Programmes & Events
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Shabbos Programmes
Ezra Boys provides a great range of programmes over Shabbos,
including group and learning programmes. We are now in the third
year of the Friday Night Learning Programme and Shalosh Seudos
Programme.

FNLP

ESSP

Group

Friday Night Learning Programme
During the winter, boys in Year 9 and above gather
together in Toras Chaim Shul for learning in
Chavrusos and Chaburos, followed by refreshments
(including cholent and kugel) and a Shiur.
Ezra Shalosh Seudos Programme
When summer arrives, the learning programme
moves to Shabbos afternoon. ESSP, as it is more
commonly known, includes Mincha and learning in
Chaburos, followed by a bumper Shalosh Seudos and
a Shiur from a range of renowned speakers.
Shabbos Afternoon Groups
Every Shabbos afternoon, PAI House is bustling with
a number of Ezra groups consisting of Chanichim
aged all the way from 7 up to 15. The Madrichim will
pick up the boys from pre-designated pickup
locations and take them to PAI House, before
dropping them oﬀ at various drop-oﬀ spots after
group has finished. Each group’s activities are
meticulously planned by the Madrichim to combine
enjoyable challenges and games with a clear Torah
message.
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Succos 5775
This Succos, Ezra Boys were busy with learning programmes, Chol
Hamoed outings and a Simchas Beis Hashoeva.
On Sunday night, Toras Chaim Shul was brought to life with live
music as we danced and created an incredible atmosphere for the
Simchas Beis Hashoevah, with refreshments in the Succah.
Three diﬀerent Chol Hamoed outings took
place the following day. 40 Junior chanichim
had a fantastic time at Quasar followed by a
‘relaxed’ game of football at Power League.

Years 7 and 8 went to Chessington World of
Adventures and did not let the rain dampen
the mood. All of the 45 Chanichim had an
amazing time.

The final Chol Hamoed outing was for Year
9 and above who went paintballing. As
always, the stakes were high as the two
teams battled for pride in the mud. Once
again, the 40 chanichim had a fantastic time.
On Tuesday night, we concluded an amazing Ezra Succos with a
Tikkun Leil Hoshana Rabba programme in Ner Yisrael, attended by
over 50 boys. Shiurim were delivered by Rabbi Roberts, Rabbi
Lieberman and Rabbi Silkin. There were also Chaburos given over by
Yeshiva Bochrim. And of course, there was more cholent and kugel!

Programmes & Events
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Ezra & ShabbatUK
ShabbatUK was a nationwide project, as part of the international
Shabbos Project, which helped to expose many thousands of people to
the Shabbos experience. Ezra's Madrichim did their bit to help by
spreading out far and wide; travelling to many diﬀerent Shuls across
the country; from far oﬀ places such as Cardiﬀ to places closer to
home such as Hampstead. They ran children’s services, brought a
'Ruach' to communal meals and Tefillos, and shared in the amazing
Shabbos experience with people who had never enjoyed it before.
The feedback received in appreciation of our Madrichim's hard work
was sensational, and Ezra looks forward to participating in other
fantastic initiatives such as this one in the future.

"We were truly delighted to host these Ezra
boys and see the tremendous impact they
made here... Our older children were also
inspired by them and it is our hope to get
them involved with Ezra in the future."
"The Madrichim were absolutely superb in the
manner in which they assisted in taking the
services over the Shabbat. They were a real
credit to their school and youth movement."
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Other Programmes & Events
Junior Week
Every December, during the winter holidays, Junior Week takes place
for chanichim in Years Two to Six. This year we ran a very successful
Junior Week, attended by eighty boys who participated throughout the
week, with activities ranging from Ice Skating, to a QR Code treasure
hunt, to a packathon at GIFT.
Madrichim also prepare incredible tochniot, often based around a
Jewish theme. This enables the chanichim to learn and grow whilst
having fun with friends. Junior Week is an excellent opportunity for the
Junior Chanichim to bond and create a sense of Achdus going forward
into the year.

PAI House Minyan
Every month, on Shabbos Mevorchim HaChodesh, Ezra hosts a
fantastic Shabbos morning Minyan at PAI House. We start at 9:30am
with a large and uplifting minyan, followed by an excellent guest
speaker, then a bumper Kiddush to top it all oﬀ. All are invited to join
for an inspiring and enjoyable Minyan!

Programmes & Events
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Midnight Selichos
The first Ezra Inter Boys event of
the year was an inspirational
Selichos event which took place at
PAI House late on Motzei Shabbos.
Rabbi Jonny Roodyn began with
rousing Divrei Mussar and stories.
When the clock struck twelve, we
were led by Rabbi Amram Landau in
a powerful and hugely moving
Selichos. There was plenty of coﬀee,
Coke and other refreshments on
oﬀer throughout to keep the boys
going!

Shabbos Shuva Drosha
Ezra boys were privileged to have Rabbi Mendy Chissick speak for us
on Shabbos Shuva. He discussed the Halachos behind ‘poison
sandwiches’ before providing us with Divrei Chizzuk in preparation
for Yom Kippur, in an insightful and broad Shiur. The Drosha was
followed by a Shalosh Seudas where we ate, sang and listened to
Divrei Torah from Ezra’s very own Rabbi Yoni Golker before
concluding with Havdola.

Rosh Hashana Programme
The first Ezra Juniors’ event run this year was a fantastic pre-Rosh
Hashonah activity. There was a Shofar making workshop, where
chanichim learned how the horn of a ram is turned into a Shofar and
how to blow the Shofar. There was also biscuit baking, with a Shofar
awarded to the baker of the best decorated biscuit! The atmosphere
was amazing; everyone learned a huge amount and had loads of fun.
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Yeshiva Trip and Israel Tour
An experience of a lifetime
Ezra’s programme for Israel Tour in 2014 was extremely
successful. It began in July with the renewed Yeshiva Trip, where
boys had the opportunity to learn in the Mir Yeshiva, visit
Gedolim around the country and tour the city of Bnei B’rak.
That led directly on to the main Israel tour in August, which had
a massive participation of 53 chanichim. During tour, the boys
travelled the entire length and breadth of the country - all the
way from the Golan Heights in the north, down to the seas of
Eilat in the south, with plenty of time in Yerushalayim
inbetween. An unforgettable experience was enjoyed by all.

Trips
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My tour experience
Yosef Tatz
Ezra Tour 2014 was an experience of a lifetime. Spending time with
friends and madrichim, whilst touring Israel, was the best possible way to
spend my summer. Our madrichim provided huge inspiration and took
care to ensure that every chanich was having the best time possible.
Before Tour even began, we had the Yeshivah Trip. There were fewer
boys than on Tour and the schedule was less demanding, resulting in a
more relaxed atmosphere. Every day after Shacharis we went to the Mir
to learn until midday. Rabbi Daniel Fine led the learning program which
consisted of Shiurim, Chavrusas and discussions, with new and insightful
topics every day. The learning was engaging and enjoyable, allowing each
boy to thrive at his own level. After learning, we spent the remainder of
the day doing various activities, such as visiting the beach, go-karting and
a visit to the Kotel - amongst many other exciting trips. We spent
Shabbos in Har Nof, eating and sleeping at families in the community. It
was a Shabbos experience which I will never forget.
Ezra Tour 2014 was an action-packed three weeks without ever an idle
moment. There was always someone to talk to, something to do and
almost always something to eat! For the first nine days, we stayed in
Jerusalem, where we toured the Old City’s ancient ruins, tunnels and
caves. Tisha B’av was our last day in Jerusalem and we spent the day in
our hotel reciting Kinnos. We then went to the Kosel to end the fast,
joining in a tremendous ‘kumsitz’ with over seven hundred people!
We then travelled up north. There we had activities such as abseiling,
hiking and blind football, before travelling down south to a Bedouin
camp, where we spent a day and night experiencing what life is like as a
Bedouin. Our next stop was Eilat, where we enjoyed water sports such as
banana boating and tubing. On our last day in Eilat, we awoke at 4:00am
and hiked up a mountain to witness the sunrise - a truly unforgettable
sight. We spent our last night of Tour at the Shwekey Caesaria concert.
Words cannot describe the concert; for many it was the highlight of tour!
I am extremely grateful to the organisers and Madrichim who made this
experience such an unforgettable one, allowing us to grow as people
together.
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Summer Camps
A highlight in the Ezra calendar
Yr 3-6 Juniors

Junior Camp is run in the UK for two weeks by an incredible team
of carefully picked madrichim from Upper Sixth Form and first year
Yeshiva. This is often the first time kids spend time away from
home, but an amazing time is consistently had by all! Camp
consists of amazing activities, terrific Tochniot and inspiring
Shiurim with a common theme that ties into the rest of camp. By
the end, the chanichim will have had a great time and learnt quite a
lot too! Junior Camp has less participants than Inters Camp to
ensure necessary attention for the Chanichim. Junior Camp is the
perfect way to get accustomed to the camp environment and
prepare for the more intense Inter camps to follow.

Inters

If you ask any Chanich in Years 7 to 10 what their favourite Ezra
experience is, they would undoubtedly answer... Inter Camp!
During the two weeks in the sun, (or rain, or snow…) with a team of
dedicated Madrichim, an amazing host family and a world class
Camp Rov, there is always an electric atmosphere. Amazing
tochniot, inspirational shiurim and adrenalin-filled outings ensure
that no moment is wasted and that every one of the 90+ chanichim
has the time of their lives. Camp is an amazing opportunity to form
bonds with Madrichim, grow in independence and have a truly
incredible summer.

Yr 7-10

Applications for Israel Tour and both camps are now open, see
the ‘Get Involved’ section later in this booklet for more details.
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Musings on Junior Camp 2014
Mikey Lebrett (Rosh, Junior Camp)
Transformation is a very special process to watch. Observing the
transition from caterpillar to butterfly, dough to bread, or milk to
yoghurt, satisfies even the most cold-hearted of people.
Transformation was not something we expected when we first started
planning camp. We were anticipating hard work, great fun (obviously),
and two weeks of action packed, ruachdik, camp madness.
Camp was all that, and so much more.
From well before camp began, we noticed evolution occurring. The group
of very talented, individual madrichim and staﬀ who were handpicked to
be part of this project started to merge and transform into a united, closeknit team, totally focused and driven, working together to achieve the
common goal of preparing the best Junior Camp of all time. Teenagers
who were usually rational and sensible were transformed into tochnit
creating machines, airing all kinds of mad and wacky ideas to give camp
that special, unexpected twist. We were proud to introduce many Ezra
tochniot firsts, amongst them: Masterchef, Giants and Dwarves game and
Scrapheap Challenge.
But the most stunning transformations occurred on camp itself.
Chanichim who started camp a little shy were given the opportunity to
express themselves, and they grabbed it. Whether it was creating and
performing songs and dances during colour war, acting in 'The Grand
Ezra Play', or standing on their chairs and screaming the camp song at the
top of their lungs.
Chanichim who never imagined that they would learn anything
meaningful on camp were inspired by the interactive shiurim on ushpizin
(the camp theme) that the madrichim gave. The majority of Year 5 and
Year 6 seized the opportunity to become part of an optional daily mishna
chabura run by the sgan, a first on Ezra Junior
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Camp. Everyone was given food for thought after a powerful 'vehi
sheamda' presentation which concluded Escape from Russia, and Year
6 enjoyed special, late night, outdoor discussions on topics including
emuna and the situation in Israel.

“From well before camp began, we
noticed evolution occuring.”
31 unrelated chanichim, transformed into a seamless unit. Canoeing,
rock climbing and kayaking together, enjoying days out in town, the
beach, and the theme park together. There was an overwhelming
feeling of positivity and unity within camp as the chanichim made
new friends and strengthened old bonds.
The two Shabbosos on camp are always special, but this year, they
were spectacular. From the very first notes of Kabollas Shabbos as the
sun dipped towards the horizon, through meals laden with truly
delicious food and beautiful singing, shiurim, games, Shabbos walks,
and a special Shabbos guest, to the final songs at Shalosh Seudos as
the day faded into night, Shabbos truly set camp up for another busy
week, and was certainly a highlight of our time in Wales.
Camp has this very special power of transformation. Taking
chanichim out of the environments they are used to, and putting
them in a setting with their peers, guided by a team of inspiring and
dedicated madrichim, gives everyone an opportunity to thrive and
grow. Camp instills the message that you can have the best and most
fun summer of your life, whilst also learning about, and practising,
Judaism in a meaningful and true fashion
We hope that our chanichim will continue their journey with Ezra,
transitioning into Inters, and hopefully one day, taking the baton as
madrichim and working to inspire the next generation.

Trips
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My First Summer Camp
Natan Maurer (Chanich, Inter Camp)
This being my first camp, I was quite naturally nervous when leaving for
Inter Camp. I never expected to leave Inter Camp longing to return in
coming years.
Ezra Inter Camp took place in Wales, by the coast in Pembrokeshire.
Our accomodation was, at first glance, three corrugated-iron sheds with
fields surrounding them. But this did not hinder camp in any way. Once
the tochniot began, nobody had time or a desire to complain!
Beyond events and activities, camp had a sense of belonging to a wider
community, being part of a group who appreciate you, and bonding
with old and new friends. I can truly say I’ve made friends for life.
A lot of this wondrous feel has to go down to the leadership - the
amazing Rosh (Nathan Witztum) and Sganim (Gidon Goldstein and
Alex Hyman). This leads on to how I appreciate the work that the
madrichim put into camp by ensuring that each person is occupied and
bonding with chanichim.
The activities themselves were also phenomenal. My favourites were
surfing and coasteering, which is a fancy way of saying “jumping oﬀ
cliﬀs into water” - a feat which I never thought I could achieve. Aside
from the main activities there were others, like going on a six-mile hike
to the beach for a barbecue or going into town for a couple of hours.
When not out in the plains of Wales, we were at base enjoying great
tochniot. We built cardboard Iron Man suits, acted out spins on popular
film endings, and went looking for visas to escape Communist Russia.
The two relatively calm Shabbosos were my favourite days overall.
Singing, dancing, davening and relaxing, as well as listening to aweinspiring shiurim. All of this was coupled with incredible food.
Overall, camp was an incredible experience for me. I cannot wait to
return to a world full of new experiences and people. I give my thanks
to Ezra and all those involved in running camp - you made it incredible.
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Winter Camp
The ultimate winter extravaganza
Winter Camp 2015 kicked oﬀ with a Shabbaton in PAI House, followed by a
sleep-away camp in Oxford. We began with a delicious Friday night meal
before dividing into year groups. Younger years participated in a variety of
games, whilst older years enjoyed an inspiring Oneg with plenty of food and
singing.
On Shabbos day, Winter Camp teamed up with the monthly PAI House
Minyan for Shacharis before enjoying a very noisy lunch. On Sunday
morning we embarked on our journey to camp. Chanichim were pleasantly
surprised when we stopped oﬀ halfway to Oxford and announced that we
would be going Paintballing! In the evening the chanichim had a chance to
pit their business acumen against each other and conquer the stock market
in a specially designed tochnit.
The next day, Chanichim were split into groups, with half enjoying various
sports activities, whilst the others attempted climbing challenges including
a terrifying high-ropes course, before swapping over after lunch. Finally, to
top oﬀ an action packed day, Chanichim were put into groups and tasked
with solving the puzzling mystery of who murdered Boris Johnson!
But before saying goodbye, we still had one more surprise. On our way home,
we announced that we were going go-karting! The go-karting was
tremendous fun, complete with friendly competition.
All in all, it was a tremendous success. A big thank you goes to all involved,
particularly the madrichim, and especially the Camp Rosh, Eliav Segal.
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Belarus Experience
In December 2013, Ezra teamed up with Yad Yisroel in Belarus to give
ten madrichim a trip of their lives, giving the boys a chance to look at
a part of world Jewry which is often ignored. The group stayed in
Pinsk - the centre of the Jewish community. The community consists
of a shul and a school built on the site of the old shul of R’ Ahron
Karliner. The school runs as a quasi-orphanage for Jewish children
from broken homes to educate and care for them, as well as build up
their Jewish identity and self-confidence. This is partly achieved by
bringing in the children to the school via camps in the winter and
summer.
The winter camp was run entirely by Ezra! This provided a unique
hadracha challenge for the madrichim. It wasn’t just having to
connect with a group of chanichim with radically diﬀerent cultural
and religious backgrounds, but the chanichim only speak Russian!
Tochniot had to be designed to be run without the use of any words.
The madrichim produced a creative sports day, colour war and casino
night. It didn’t take long to realise that a smile or hug can say a lot
more than a thousand words. The camp also hosted the Bar Mitzvah
of a chanich, with a truly special atmosphere. The camp ran for just
under a week under the watchful eye of the KGB (yes, they still call
themselves that), under the pretence of being a taster for prospective
students.
In addition to the chessed which the madrichim partook in, they got a
chance to connect to the illustrious Torah history of the area. They
got to visit Kevarim of highly respected Gedolim of the yesteryear,
including the Chofetz Chaim, Gra, R’ Chaim Volozhiner and R’
Yerucham of Mir. This was an incredible journey and experience for
all those who went.
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Trips

Meet the Juniors’ Madrichim
Year 3

Avi van Messel
Moishe Hammond
Moishe Lebrett

Year 4

Aaron Rosenberg
Doni Wiesenfeld
Benjy Kramer

Year 5

Natan Wieder
Daniel Samet
Shami Klien

Year 6

Sruli Gluck
Dovi Lebrett
Sam Morris

Meet the Madrichim
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Meet the Inters’ Madrichim
Year 7

Daniel Richman
Kovi Rubenstein
Benny Feldman
Jacob Millet
Year 8
Shraggi Rubenstein
Elny Cohn
Avi Solomon
Avi Rietti
Year 9
Ari Richman
Gidon Mann
Eitan Cohn
Yosef Tatz

Year 10

Yehudah Lebrett
Yossi Schnitzer
Sammy Liebert
Gav Cohn
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Meet the Madrichim

עזרא

Get Involved
For details on upcoming programmes, events,
camps, and to sign up to the email database
please contact: admin@ezrayouth.com

www

For the latest news on all programmes and
events, please visit our website: ezrayouth.com
Ezra Youth is located at:
PAI House
2a Alba Gardens, NW11 9NR

Coming Up
Summer Camp 2015 Application
We have put together another superb summer programme for
2015. Camps have a high madrich to chanich ratio, a confident,
experienced Rosh, and a warm, caring host family on site. Ezra
camps are famous for their Ruach and high standard of activities,
providing an ideal atmosphere in which to grow, relax and enjoy.
With three daily meals dished up by our wonderful cooks, all you
need to bring is a change of clothes and your best singing voice!
Submit an application form at: ezrayouth.com/summer2015
Other Programmes
We will be running our amazing Shalosh Seudas programme
again this summer, so keep an eye out for details on
speakers. Also look out for details on our monthly PAI House
Minyan, Lag B'Omer activities and Tikkun Leil Shavuos.

Get Involved
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WITH BEST WISHES
Dr Michael Wieder BDS LDS MSc DRDP
34 Malden Road | London NW5 3HH
020 7485 7558
michael@maldent.freeserve.co.uk
www.maldent.co.uk
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Slice wishes much Hatzlocho
to everyone at Ezra, and we
thank you for choosing Slice
as your post-Ezra snack!
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In commemoration of the inauguration of the
Boys' π Office (D.L, K.R, S.M, M.H, Y.T, N.W)
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